
 
 
 
 

Landmark exhibition of Dubai-based artist trio: Ramin Haerizadeh, Rokni 
Haerizadeh, and Hesam Rahmanian opens at The NYUAD Art Gallery 

● Parthenogenesis, marks the UAE’s first institutional solo show of the artist trio, who 
have shown at museums and biennials globally in the last decade.  

● The exhibition premieres several major new series, including new work by Emirati artist 
Lamya Gargash and artist-choreographer Kiori Kawai, and develops multiple other 
ongoing series of works and collaborations.  

● The show also features never-before-seen new works, and reflects on past work from the 
artists’ 13 years in Dubai living and working together, collaborating with others, and 
creating a landscape and tapestry of continuously evolving ideas and dialogues. 

 
Abu Dhabi, March 1, 2022: The NYU Abu Dhabi (NYUAD) Art Gallery today opens its doors to its 
Spring 2022 exhibition titled Parthenogenesis: Ramin Haerizadeh, Rokni Haerizadeh, Hesam 
Rahmanian. Comprising several major new bodies of work, Parthenogenesis marks the artist trio’s first 
solo show at a UAE institution.  
 
Ramin, Rokni, and Hesam, originally from Iran, have adopted the UAE as their home. They are known 
for their immersive, surreal projects, performances, paintings, and animations, which have exhibited 
internationally, at multiple biennials and major museums (including Liverpool, Sydney, and Toronto 
biennials, and Kunsthalle Zurich, ICA Boston, MACBA Barcelona, and a forthcoming project at the 
Hayward Gallery, London). 
 
Speaking together about their practice, the artists said: “Our work is about generosity and celebration, to 
embrace other people as an answer to the challenges of the world in which we all live. In a way, this is 
about decentering yourself, allowing a hollowness to make space to appreciate others.”  
 
That relationship to others plays a major part in this exhibition, which includes a “call and response” with 
a list of others with whom they work or respond to in this way, through poetry, video, and imagined 
architecture—always serving an inception (a parthenogenesis) of new artwork. The works in this 
exhibition were made with the participation of Homa Farley, Lamya Gargash, Nazli Ghassemi, 
Christopher Lord, Minnie McIntyre, Mohammed Rahis Mollah, Sara Saghari, Jaleh Shaditalab, 
and the refugees and asylum seekers of the Danish Red Cross project in Traveling with Art at the 
Louisiana Museum of Modern Art (Denmark). Their collaborators on several of the projects include 
Vahid Davar, Kiori Kawai, Mandana Mohit, and Pirouz Taji. 
 
In 2014, Farah Al Qasimi photographed the artists’ studio for Art Asia Pacific. For this exhibition, the 
artists commissioned Lamya Gargash to photograph the same studio today. The filmmaker Sara 
Saghari documented their studio in the middle of the night, by flashlight, to offer an eerie portrait of the 
space. Sultan Sooud Al-Qassemi posted a video tour of their 2012 exhibition on YouTube, and today 
some of the work from that exhibition is on view here, altered by the intervention of time, nature, and 
damage.  
 
The artists invited Kiori Kawai to choreograph descriptions of the recent welded sculptures. In turn, the 
artists produce new sculptures by themselves enacting and replicating Kawai’s choreographies for 
Mohammed Rahis Mollah, a welder, who mimics it with metal form. The triangle of comprehension 



 
 

created between the welder, the artists, and the dancer relies on the movement of the body, on dance: 
mimetic origination, and finally, in the call and response between artwork and exhibition visitor, whatever 
form that may take.  
  
In this way, the trio create a landscape in the Gallery that allows visitors to trace how an artwork grows 
itself through an artist’s relationships with others. Parthenogenesis is a testament to the artists’ 13 years 
in Dubai living and working together, creating a landscape and tapestry of continuously evolving ideas 
and dialogues with collaborators, artists, and visitors to their home, and offering a deeper insight into their 
practice rooted in ideas of transformation, play, and collaboration.  
 
Commenting on the exhibition, Executive Director of The NYUAD Art Gallery and University Chief 
Curator, Maya Allison said: “The word ‘parthenogenesis’ derives from biology and describes a beginning 
that has no cause. Still, art doesn’t live in a vacuum: it shapes, and is shaped by, multiple forces, as plays 
out in this exhibition. The artworks here manifest some of those forces for the artists since their adoption 
of Dubai as their home 13 years ago. The artists’ experience of war, expulsion, and culture shock simmer 
underneath their art production, rippling through images from the press, and ultimately expanding to 
include planetary and existential quandaries and delight—a surprising degree of delight. 
 
Allison continued: “Today marks a very important milestone in The NYUAD  Art Gallery’s chapter, and 
we are honored that the artists are working with us on their first institutional solo exhibition in the UAE. 
We look forward to welcoming our community to discover the radical rethinking of artistic practice by 
Ramin Haerizadeh, Rokni Haerizadeh, and Hesam Rahmanian, who have found inspiration in their art 
community of the UAE. We are committed to championing this region’s artists and documenting the 
journey that led us to this moment, and these three artists are proof of the vibrancy that exists today as a 
direct result of the region’s rich heritage and the forces that shape each new artistic creation.” 
 
In addition to the Spring exhibition, Allison is curating the National Pavilion UAE at the Biennale Arte 
2022 in Venice, which opens to the public on April 23. Fall 2022, meanwhile, will see the launch of 
Khaleej Modern – the first comprehensive survey of Modern art in the Gulf, curated by Dr. Aisha Stoby, 
who is also curator of the first Oman Pavilion to the Venice Biennale 2022.  
 
Exhibition Title: Parthenogenesis: Ramin Haerizadeh, Rokni Haerizadeh, Hesam Rahmanian 
Exhibition Dates: March 1 - June 12, 2022 
Admission: Free 
Exhibition page: Link 

ENDS 

Follow The NYU Abu Dhabi Art Gallery on social media channels: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
About The NYU Abu Dhabi Art Gallery 

www.nyuad-artgallery.org 



 
 

Established in 2014, The NYU Abu Dhabi (NYUAD) Art Gallery is the Gulf’s first and only university 
gallery with a program of scholarly and experimental museum exhibitions. The program seeks to map 
new territories and ideas through presenting exhibitions by internationally established artists, curators, 
and scholars at its main space. Its auxiliary venue, the Project Space, is an exhibition laboratory for the 
university community, and for emerging artists and curators. Situated within NYU Abu Dhabi, the 
community of which hails from over 115 countries, The Art Gallery organizes free public programs and 
guided tours in conjunction with its groundbreaking exhibitions. It also produces scholarly publications, 
which are a core part of its curatorial frame and reflect its academic mission. Collectively, with the 
Gallery’s Reading Room, these welcoming, intimate spaces open up artistic opportunities and initiate 
regional and international dialogue. 

About NYU Abu Dhabi 

www.nyuad.nyu.edu 

NYU Abu Dhabi is the first comprehensive liberal arts and science campus in the Middle East to be 
operated abroad by a major American research university. NYU Abu Dhabi has integrated a highly-
selective liberal arts, engineering and science curriculum with a world center for advanced research and 
scholarship enabling its students to succeed in an increasingly interdependent world and advance 
cooperation and progress on humanity’s shared challenges. NYU Abu Dhabi’s high-achieving students 
have come from 115 nations and speak over 115 languages. Together, NYU's campuses in New York, 
Abu Dhabi, and Shanghai form the backbone of a unique global university, giving faculty and students 
opportunities to experience varied learning environments and immersion in other cultures at one or more 
of the numerous study-abroad sites NYU maintains on six continents. 


